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Gaia is especially grateful to funders that supported the work during this year, including: A-Team 

Foundation, Bertha Foundation, Big Lottery Awards for All, Comic Relief, Divine Chocolate, Esmée 

Fairbairn Foundation, Evan Cornish Foundation, Frances Libertés, Good Move, New Hampshire Charitable 

Foundation and Putnam Foundation, Open Society Foundations, Panta Rhea Fund, Patagonia, Peter 

Hesse Foundation, Planet Heritage Foundation, Roddick Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Rockefeller 

Philanthropy Advisors, Rufford Foundation, Savitri,Sherwood Forest, Small Planety Fund of RSF Social Finance, 

Souter Charitable Trust, Swift Foundation, The Bondi Foundation, The Criagnish Trust, The Halleria Trust, The 

Sheepdrove Trust, Tides Foundation, Tudor Trust, Waney Charitable Trust. 
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Our Director & Team

Executive Director 
Liz Hosken

Deputy Director; Head of Communications
Rowan Phillimore

Finance Manager
Dijana Malidza

Administrator & Project Support Officer
Julia Marques
 

Finance Assistant
Jana Benak

Food, Seed & Climate Change
Georgie Styles
Thomas Takezoe

Sacred Lands & Wilderness; Earth Jurisprudence
Fiona Wilton

Communications; Beyond Extractivism
Hannibal Rhoades

UK & Ireland Seed Sovereignty Programme
Neil Munro

Regional Coordinators for the UK & Ireland Seed 
Sovereignty Programme
Maria Sholten  Ellen Rignell
Page Dykstra  Wayne Frankham
Katie Hastings
Melanie Fryer

We would like to acknowledge and express our thanks to the staff who have moved on from Gaia during 

2018, and wish them well with their future careers, such as Tamara Korur, Angela Thomas, Chloe Freemen, 

Benjamin Hitchcock, Francesca Price; and heartfelt thanks to our wonderful interns and volunteers for their 

enthusiastic and skilled collaboration.
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Trustees, Associates & Advisors

Sulemana Abudulai
Specialist in land economy and natural resource 
management, Trustee of the African Biodiversity 
Network.

Jules Cashford, 
Writer, lecturer, celebrated author of books on 
mythology; and a member of the International 
Association of Analytical Psychology. 

Cecilia Crossley,
Chartered Accountant, experienced in International 
Development. Founder of the social enterprise From 
Babies with Love.

 
Silvia Gomez (appointed, 28 March 2019)
Anthropologist, trainer in Holistic Science and 
Economics for Transition, and currently head of 
Greenpeace Colombia.

Edward Posey, OBE,
Trustee of the Wilderness Foundation UK, the Wilderness 
Leadership School South Africa and the Green Belt 
Movement International.

Philippe Sibaud, 
Business entrepreneur, writer, and currently running a 
microfinance institution in Malawi, supporting small farmers 
and local market traders. 

Tracy, Marchioness of Worcester,
Ecologist, campaigner for farmer’s land rights and against 
factory farming.  

Roger Northcott,
Trust Secretary

Nnimmo Bassey, Poet, activist, and director of ecological 
think-tank the Health of Mother Earth Foundation, Nigeria 

Maggie Baxter OBE, Independent consultant in the voluntary 
sector, Trustee of the Green Belt Movement International, UK 

Colin Campbell, Traditional doctor, Herbalist, Botswana 

Angela Cordeiro, Agronomist & advisor to grassroots social 
movements, Brazil 

Nigel Crawhall, Sociolinguist, UNESCO Chief of Section for 
Small Islands and Indigenous Knowledge, South Africa 

Professor Tony Cunningham, Ethno-ecologist, Australia/South 
Africa 

Dr Irwin Friedman, Leader in Primary Healthcare, South Africa 

Lara Lutzenberger, Biologist and environmental consultant, 
Brazil 

Peter MacFadyn, Social and ecological justice activist,  
founder of Sustainable Frome, UK 

Mariana Gomez, Anthropologist, regional coordinator for 
YLNM, Colombia 

Dr Stephan Harding, Resident Ecologist & MSC Coordinator, 
Schumacher College, UK 

Dr Martín von Hildebrand,
Ethnologist, Founding Director of Gaia Amazonas, Colombia

Dr Martin Khor, Economist, Executive Director of the South 
Centre, Malaysia/Switzerland

Ailton Krenak,
Indigenous leader, Brazil

Satish Kumar, Former Jain monk, Editor of Resurgence, UK/India 

Joanna Macy, Ecophilosopher, author, teacher of The Work that 
Reconnects, USA 

Juan Mayr, Former Minister for the Environment, Colombia 

Professor Manfred Max-Neef, Economist and Author, Chile

Professor Jacqueline McGlade, 
Former Chief Scientist, United Nations Environment Programme, 
UK 

Dr Andrew Muir, Founding Director of the Wilderness Foundation, 
South Africa

Dr Vandana Shiva, Physicist, activist, Founding Director of the 
Research Foundation for Science, Technology and Ecology, India 

Professor Gurdial Singh Nijar, International lawyer & biodiversity 
negotiator, Malaysia

Theo Sowa, CBE, Chief Executive Officer, African Women’s 
Development Fund (AWDF), Ghana 

Dr Brian Swimme, Mathematical cosmologist, USA 

Dr Melaku Worede, Agronomist, former Director of the Plant 
Genetic Resource Centre, Ethiopia

Directors of Gaia Trustee Ltd - a sole trustee of The Gaia Foundation

Associates & Advisors - longstanding colleagues and providers of strategic advice and guidance, 
who often work on inspiring initiatives with Gaia
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Our Vision
The Gaia Foundation envisages a new era in which humans have 

restored a respectful and mutually enhancing relationship with the Earth, 

oursource of life, and with each other. 

 
Our Mission

Our mission is to revive cultural and biological diversity in order to restore 

the resilience of ecosystems, communities and ecologically compliant 

economies and governance systems, linked up into social movements for 

systemic transformation.  

Gaia is working with partners across Africa, South America, Asia and Europe, to revive healthy ecosystems, 

enhance traditional knowledge and practices for seed, food and water sovereignty, and to strengthen 

community self-governance. This enables communities to become more resilient so that they can better 

withstand forces that undermine their ecological and cultural integrity. Together, we work with coalitions 

and movements to enhance our collective ability to bring about systemic transformation of the dominant 

industrial growth economy.  Our partners range from small-scale initiatives to organisations, networks and 

movements, all of whom work closely with local communities. This map shows some of their locations.

Gaia is the name of the 
ancient Greek Mother 
Goddess Earth, and 

also the name of James 
Lovelock’s ‘Gaia 

Hypothesis’, which 
recognizes that our 
Earth is a living, 

self-regulating whole.
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Strategic Aims & Programme Areas

Across all our programme areas, Gaia strives to:

• To work with partners to evolve and apply our Community Ecological Governance holistic approach, to 

build resilience.

• Advocate for just and viable solutions for humans and the Earth, and challenge the forces which 

undermine the mutual wellbeing of both.

• Provide learning opportunities to catalyse transformation and innovation and nurture a new generation 

of responsible leaders. 

• Share good practice and innovation to build a critical mass for systemic change.

• Strengthen the resilience of Gaia and our global network.

Gaia makes a long term commitment with our partners to address the root causes of today’s most pressing 

ecological, social and economic challenges. We focus on four key programme areas, in line with our 

charitable objects and aims. 

SEED, FOOD & CLIMATE: Supporting small farmers, especially women, to enhance 
their indigenous knowledge and seed varieties, to be food secure and to safeguard 
diversity for generations to come. 

SACRED LANDS & WILDERNESS: Protecting indigenous sacred natural sites and 
territories, and the rights of traditional custodians, through legislation, policy, inter-
generational learning and habitat restoration.

BEYOND EXTRACTIVISM: Backing communities and social movements at the front 
line of mining struggles and other industrial threats, to defend their ecological and 
cultural heritage and build alternative pathways.

EARTH JURISPRUDENCE: Spreading the philosophy and practice of Earth 
Jurisprudence, through creative communications, experiential learning, immersive 
trainings, and practice-based policies.
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SEED, FOOD & CLIMATE
Supporting small farmers, especially women, to enhance 
their indigenous knowledge and seed varieties, to be food 
secure and to safeguard diversity for generations to come.  

We Feed the World - celebrating regenerative agriculture 

Over the past 3 years, The Gaia Foundation 

has collaborated with the global farmers’ 

movement, 47 celebrated photographers, 

and food and environmental organisations 

from around the world to connect with 

farming and fishing communities and tell their 

stories of agroecology in action. 

The result, our We Feed the World campaign, 

is a powerful compilation of over 300 images 

shot by world-renowned photographers, 

and the stories of family farmers, passionate 

individuals and rural communities. 

A London exhibition of We Feed the World 

ran from 11th to 21st October at the Bargehouse gallery on the 

Southbank and was met with a phenomenal response from the 

public, farmer’s movement, partners and the media around the 

world. Opening night saw over 300 guests enjoy a preview of the 

images and inspiring talks from an all-female line up including 

Jyoti Fernandez of the Landworkers Alliance, Theo Sowa from the 

African Women’s Development Fund and activist Vandana Shiva. 

We welcomed over 7000 people through the doors during the 

exhibition’s ten days and reached in excess of ten million people 

through social media and the significant coverage in the press. 

Features ran in the Telegraph, Guardian, and the 

Independent, as well as Nat Geo and arts magazines like the 

British Journal of Photography, BPJ.  A full overview of the media 

is captured in a media coverage book, prepared by Greenhouse 

PR who gifted £20,000 of PR capacity pro-bono to the project. 

The packed 10-day programme of events included the 

Landworkers’ Alliance Good Food March, when 500 people 

gathered at Westminster, despite the driving rain, and marched 

+50 stories of regenerative 
agriculture and family 

farmers. 

+300 images by world-
renowned photographers.

+10 million people reached 
through media coverage.

“Honestly it is one of the 
most moving exhibitions 

I’ve ever been to”.
 

Florence Miller, 
The Environmental Funders Network
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to the Bargehouse. US activist, Anna Lappe, joined the procession of 

farmers and supporters from around the country.

Local school groups attended the exhibition daily. Classes of 30+ inner 

city children were given specially prepared worksheets which allowed 

them to answer both food, environmental and arts related questions 

about the images and stories they were seeing.

One of the most innovative features of We Feed the World is how it has 

been jointly celebrated by the farmers whose stories are told. Thanks 

to photo packs featuring 50 A3 images from the flagship exhibition, 

community exhibitions have been taking place around the world - from 

Spain, Sweden, Finland and Scotland, to the Philippines, New Zealand, 

Benin and Nicaragua. The locations range from libraries and shopping 

malls to barns - https://www.wefeedtheworld.org/community-packs/.

We Feed the World captures a glimpse of the social, political, 

ecological and economic contexts within which compassionate 

farmers bring food to our plates every day, producing over 70% of the 

world’s food. Their stories moved London and global online audiences 

alike. We are now looking to take them to a wider audience through a 

beautifully designed, published book, alongside thoughtful, community-

based materials in several languages. Further global exhibitions are also 

being considered through Gaia’s partnerships. 

“It makes us proud 
as rural women to be 

part of the We Feed the 
World project”

Juanita Villareyna, FEM, Nicaragua 

“Thank you so much 
for this wonderful 

work that we are so 
excited about. 

We are happy to 
inform you that we 
will be organising a 

very big rain making 
ceremony at Shashe.”

Nelson Mudzingwa, 
ZIMSOFF, Zimbabwe.
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Building a robust organic Seed System in the UK and Ireland 

While We Feed the World has provided a very visual display of 

small-scale growers and advocates of regenerative agriculture, 

Gaia’s UK & Ireland Seed Sovereignty programme offers practical 

training and access to organic seed.  

This innovative, three-year programme was set-up, with support 

from The A Team Foundation and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, 

to help develop a biodiverse and ecologically sustainable seed 

system across the UK and Ireland. In 2018 Programme Manager 

Neil Munro, and his team of part-time Regional Coordinators, 

cultivated regional connections for seed saving and production, 

and provided farmers and growers with skills, resources and 

information.

As the programme takes root, Ellen Rignell for the East of England, Page Dykstra/ later Melanie Fryer 

(maternity cover) for the West of England, Maria Scholten for Scotland, Katie Hastings for Wales and Wayne 

Frankham for Ireland, gave talks, workshops and presentations through platforms including organic growers 

meetings, food festivals, Transition Town events, seed swaps and local markets.  There are now 172 growers 

involved in the five regional hubs. 

Rather than selecting seed purely for yield, shelf-life and uniformity, we 

are supporting the breeding of seed that results in good food and high 

levels of nutrition, and which is grown using agro-ecological methods 

– that means no chemicals or pesticides – so that it does not harm 

the environment. We are supporting a seed system which provides 

an excellent livelihood option for small-scale growers, and which 

celebrates diversity at the regional level, from the highlands of Scotland 

to the coastline of Pembrokeshire. 

More than 290 growers have taken part in Gaia’s trainings, from a 5-day 

course with The Irish Seed Savers Association (ISSA) in Co. Clare, to seed 

saving workshops in Aberdeen. In the West, the programme is working 

with Real Seeds to match new seed producers with contract vegetable 

seed for them for the next growing season. In London, the London 

Freedom Seed bank (LFSB) is on board. Three hubs are being nurtured 

in the North of England, East Anglia and the Southeast.  In Wales, we 

teamed up with the Welsh Grain Forum to produce heritage grain and 

events such as ‘Grain to Loaf’, with bakers cooperative Torth Y Tir, on 

‘how to grow the most ecological, nutritious heritage grain and how to 

transform those grains into truly artisan breads for local communities’.

“Crofters on the Outer 
Hebrides and Shetland 

still have the skills 
and knowledge to seed 
save under harsh and 

challenging conditions, 
and preserving and 

transferring this 
knowledge is critical, 
We’ve been able to 
organise crofter-to-
crofter knowledge 

transfer and sharing.”
Maria Scholten, Gaia’s UK/Ireland 

Seed Sovereignty Programme, 
Regional coordinator, Scotland



The Gaia Foundation
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018

11

In July the programme’s dedicated website www.

seedsovereignty.info went live with a map to find regional 

support as well as a wealth of specially developed resources 

including seed saving legislation and advice. 

Several articles have featured the programme, including 

Kitchen Garden Magazine and The Guardian and stories of seed 

producers and amateur seed savers have been captured on film 

through a series of twelve 3-minute films. Our communications 

initiative ‘Seed Week’ ran from 3-7 December, designed to 

encourage gardeners to buy organic and open pollinated seed. 

The online reach of the campaign was over 60,000. 

Reviving indigenous seed and knowledge in Uganda

Lake Albert and Lake Edward, in Uganda, are the focus for 

Gaia’s collaboration with three local partner organisations, 

AFRICE, ANARDE and NAPE to revive indigenous knowledge 

and customary governance systems. Through one project, 

‘Strengthening Justice; Strengthening communities and legal 

instruments for recognising customary rights and ancestral 

lands’, supported by OSIEA, local communities have embarked 

on a journey to also recover their indigenous seeds and the 

traditional knowledge around these crops.

In Buliisa district, women have founded the Tuliime Hamwe 

Mbibo Ziikade Women’s Group and established a shared 

garden where they plant, multiply, store and transfer their 

returning knowledge about indigenous seeds.

  

Women-led agroecology and sustainable livelihoods in Zimbabwe

A brand new project was launched this year in Zimbabwe, with 

our local Southern Africa partner EarthLore and the pan-African 

WoMIN (African Women United Against Destructive Extraction), 

and supported by Comic Relief and Savitri. Working with five 

rural communities in Bikita, 

in the Masvingo province of Zimbabwe, the project enables 

women farmers to develop sustainable livelihoods through 

agroecology, and links with regional allies to promote 

economic, social and political development alternatives. 
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SACRED LANDS & WILDERNESS
Protecting indigenous sacred natural sites and territories, 
and the rights of traditional custodians, through legislation, 
policy, inter-generational learning and habitat restoration. 
Towards Africa-wide protection of Sacred Natural Sites

During 2018, Gaia’s Director Liz Hosken and programme coordinator Fiona Wilton, worked with legal experts, 

Roger Chennells from South Africa and Mersha Yilma from Ethiopia, to produce a draft African Model Law 

and guiding principles for the protection of sacred natural sites and territories. The result was a working 

document that follows on from the landmark 2017 African Commission Resolution 372 secured by Gaia and 

some of our local partners in Africa.

In October, Liz Hosken accompanied Appolinaire Oussou Lio 

from Benin and Dennis Tabaro from Uganda (both of them 

graduates of Gaia’s African Earth Jurisprudence training) 

and Kagole Byarufu Margret, a community leader from 

Uganda, to the NGO Forum and ordinary session of the 

African Commission for Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) 

in The Gambia. Gaia teamed up with the International 

Commission of Jurists and human rights lawyers from 

Zimbabwe and Malawi, for a panel session on ‘The Plight of 

Human Rights and Earth Rights Defenders’. 

The African Commission passed a new Resolution which presents an exciting challenge for Gaia and 

African partners for 2019, to research and present a Study and recommendations for Africa’s sacred natural 

sites and territories. 

Eco-Cultural Mapping - valorizing traditional knowledge and sacred 
natural sites

Earth Jurisprudence graduates in Benin, 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Zimbabwe 

have been holding discussions with 

custodians of sacred natural sites on 

the challenges and opportunities for a 

legal framework for the protection of 

sacred natural sites and their customary 

governance systems. Many of them have 

been active in advocacy and gaining 

media and social media coverage. 
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Local communities in Tharaka-Nithi, Kenya, and Buliisa district, Uganda, are in a process of reviving their 

traditional knowledge and practices have begun to use eco-cultural mapping - ‘talking tools’ that 

look back to the ancestral past and foward to the future they want to see for their sacred natural sites, 

ecological and cultural heritage. Thanks to Open Society Foundation and funders like Savitri, Gaia will 

continue to support eco-cultural mapping. Two short films are planned for release in 2019, and a publication 

that will take Earth Jurisprudence, ‘talking tools’ and indigenous knowledge revival to new audiences.

Healing through Wilderness – in Stellenbosch, South Africa

For over 16 years, Gaia has partnered with the courageous Usiko 

Stellenbosch who are committed to Preventive & Restorative Justice 

for Youth, changing lives for impoverished young people in the 

Stellenbosch region of South Africa’s Western Cape. Their Rites of 

Passage programmes in nine schools sees the youth transition into 

responsible adult role models through mentoring, wilderness therapy 

and group activities. 

In 2018, Usiko has reached more than 500 young people during the year 

with crime diversion support, after-school clubs, skills-learning, wilderness 

camps and excursions - with an increased focus on primary school 

students. Many of the mentors on these programmes were previous 

Usiko participants – they show remarkable stories of change, having 

turned their lives around and become positive role models for other 

young people.  As Comic Relief, our programme’s funder, recently said: “It is clear the project is making life 

changing impacts on the lives of young people and their families. Usiko clearly have a strong relationship 

with the local community, which is very important for the type of work that is being carried out.”

15,000 youth 
positively impacted.

85% reduction in 
truancy rates. 

3% re-offending rate 
(compared to the usual 
94% in South Africa)
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BEYOND EXTRACTIVISM
Backing communities and social movements at the front line 
of mining struggles and other industrial threats, to defend 
their ecological and cultural heritage and build alternative 
pathways.  
Yes to Life, No to Mining 

With support from Karibu, Patagonia and Bertha Foundation, the Yes to Life No to Mining (YLNM) has been 

consolidating as a global movement that encourages communities to not only say no to mining, but to say 

yes to life-affirming alternatives. This year, the focus has been on accompanying communities to strengthen 

‘emblematic’ cases of mining resistance and life-sustaining alternatives; developing new, community-

oriented materials and tools; and gathering diverse global voices to advance the critical discussion about  

post-extractivism.

Regional coordinators take an ever-increasing role in leading YLNM actions. Enteng Bautista, YLNM’s 

Regional Coordinator for South East Asia, is a veteran campaigner for human rights and environmental 

justice. Through YLNM, Enteng supports frontline communities across the Philippines to resist unwanted 

corporate mining.  Natalie Lowrey, YLNM’s Regional Coordinator for the Pacific, is also Communications 

Coordinator for a coalition of organisations calling for a total ban on Deep Sea Mining.

Gaia’s Hal Rhoades, one of the European YLNM regional coordinators, has continued to play a key role 

and helped organise a number of strategic community exchanges in Finland and Colombia. Emblematic 

case studies featuring photography, film and text will be produced, sharing the stories of these trailblazing 

communities and the strategies that have helped make them successful. 

The first community exchange took place in August 

and brought together 38 social leaders from 

across Colombia to discuss the future of ‘popular 

consultations’, the local referendums that citizens and 

municipalities across Colombia are using to challenge 

destructive extractive projects. The exchange 

enabled them to share strategies for both resistance 

and alternatives to mining-led ‘development’. In 

September, 150 small-scale and indigenous fishermen 

and women - custodians of water systems from 

Greenland to Taiwan - came together in Tornio Finland 

to exchange knowledge and techniques, as well as 

songs and stories. 

More community exchanges will take place in early 

2019, in Spain, Myanmar and Papua New Guinea. 
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YLNM coordinator for Latin America and Gaia international advisor, Mariana Gomez, was enabled to join 

agronomist Ricardo de la Pava and Felipe Macia, founder of the ethical Colombian restaurant chain 

Crepes & Waffles, in the UK for a speaker tour. Gaia arranged meetings with diverse audiences, from 

the Foreign office to Schumacher College, and a ‘Roundtable on Extractivism’ with NGOs from across 

the food and extractives movements. The speaker tour raised awareness of how farmers, activists and 

people’s organisations in Cajamarca are being supported by YLNM to share their knowledge and build a 

wider movement for ecological democracy and peace across Colombia. Mariana was enabled to share 

the story of ‘popular consultations’ and how Cajamarca communities are embarking on a regenerative 

journey, at the Thematic Forum on Extractivism in South Africa, and with communities in Fuleni and 

Somkhele, KwaZulu Natal, who are resisting coal mining.  

In October, Gaia worked alongside the London Mining 

Network in the planning of #BeyondBHP events and 

activities for the visit of five representatives of mining-

affected communities from Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and 

the US. The visit was organised to coincide with BHP’s 

London AGM to bring greater visibility to the grave socio-

ecological damage wrought by the world’s largest mining 

company. Gaia’s Benjamin Hitchcock and Hal Rhoades 

organised a roundtable of NGO representatives at 

CAFOD headquarters, and jointly compiled and edited 

a briefing which highlighted six cases of socio-ecological 

destruction left by the BHP group.  

Coming up in 2019, a series of regional and international webinars under the title ‘Life beyond mining’ will 

engage frontline communities, activists, NGOs and academics in discussion about post-extractivism, asking 

several key questions like: What is post-extractivism? and How are communities around the planet already 

building regenerative alternatives to extractivism? Interviews and materials from these discussions, will help 

stimulate global debate about how we approach the issue of extractivism as intersecting movements 

working to live equitably within planetary boundaries.

Research into Nature, people and climate

Gaia’s consultant/advisor, Dr Rupert Sheldrake, received a renewed grant from Planet Heritage Foundation 

for his research, investigation and education relating to the interconnection of people with each other 

and with the natural world, and for a deeper understanding of the interconnected nature of nature. His 

work includes research into the adaptation of coastal redwoods and giant sequoias to climate change, 

on Cortes Island, British Columbia. Following on from publication of his book Science and Spiritual Practices, 

a sequel is underway, entitled Ways To Go Beyond And Why They Work. Dr Sheldrake has continued to 

reach new audiences, with more than 500,000 unique visitors to his website, and making 43 new podcasts 

available online.
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Protecting the South Atlantic from illegal fishing

Gaia has celebrated a new partnership, with OCC-

Uruguay, for marine conservation. A Healthy Oceans 

(oceanosanos.org) campaign made waves at policy 

level and with the general public, putting the spotlight 

on the complicity of the Uruguayan government and 

the port of Montevideo in allowing illegal, unregulated 

and unreported (IUU) fishing to continue in the waters off 

Uruguay and in the South Atlantic generally. 

The project, supported by Oceans5, is not only campaigning for policy change on IUU fishing, it is building 

awareness of positive actions and attitudes that the public can take.  Educational activities in coastal 

schools, a beach-cleaning campaign and citizen advice on not using plastics, are among the public 

outreach driving a call for more concrete measures such as establishing offshore marine protected areas.
 

Wh@t on Earth?! - re-imagining our digital future 

In November we were delighted to launch and share the ‘Wh@t on Earth?’ report, authored by 

Gaia Trustee, Philippe Sibaud. The report explores how we can re-imagine our relationship with digital 

technologies so that it serves the well-being of the wider community of life. It features a contribution from 

one of the EJ2 practitioners-in-training, Gertrude Pswarayi-Jabson from Zimbabwe, and a number of other 

interviews, including David Bollier, writer and advocate for The Commons. 

The full report and a 20-page summary featuring designs by award-winning illustrator Steve Cutts are 

available online - https://www.gaiafoundation.org/wht-on-earth/. 
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EARTH JURISPRUDENCE
Spreading the philosophy and practice of Earth 
Jurisprudence, through creative communications, 
experiential learning, immersive trainings, and practice-
based policies.
African Earth Jurisprudence trainings

Our second intake of African Earth Jurisprudence trainees (known affectionately as EJ2) are now in 

the second year of their three-year training - thanks to support from OSISA, New Hampshire Charitable 

Foundation and Putnam Foundation. Throughout the year they were tasked with reading and assignments 

on topics such as Animate Earth, by Stephan Harding and Systemic Alternatives, by Pablo Solón. They have 

taken part in three residential courses, in Benin and in South Africa. 

The EJ2 group, from Benin, Cameroon, Kenya, South 

Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe, are already undergoing a 

powerful journey of change. Gertrude Psawarayi-Jabson, 

journalist and country coordinator of PELUM-Zimbabwe, 

is one example. She is making a radical impact on the 

community and farmer organisations that she works with, 

introducing exercises from the course to evoke empathy 

with Nature and to encourage the revival of indigenous 

knowledge, conservation practices and seed diversity.  

Meanwhile the first group of African EJ practitioners (EJ1) 

are gaining international recognition as passionate and 

articulate leaders, bringing a fresh and challenging 

perspective across Africa to the dominant paradigm 

of economic growth fuelled by consumption and 

extractivism. Many of them are presenting at national 

and international fora, appearing in televised and 

newspaper interviews, and publishing articles. One of 

the graduates, Zimbabwean Method Gundidza, was 

invited to speak to the UN General Assembly in April, 

and later in the year was a panelist at the International 

Rights of Nature Symposium in Quito. 

The UN Secretary-General’s report on Harmony with 

Nature commended Gaia’s role within the growing 

push for Rights of Nature and the implementation of 

Earth jurisprudence in law, policy, education and public 

engagement.  

“The Gaia Foundation… and 
partner organisations across 

Africa are developing an African 
Earth jurisprudence movement. 
The first cohort of African Earth 

jurisprudence practitioners… 
have become spokespersons for 

respecting the laws of nature and 
reconnecting with the Earth”.

UN Report A/73/221, paragraph 94
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Strengthening the resilience of Gaia and our global 
network

Gaia continues to provide legal, advocacy and communications support, and trainings for communities 

and civil society groups, and we are privileged to be able to work alongside a global network of partners 

- supporting their excellent work, helping build capacity, and strengthening alliances. This year, we have 

worked closely with EarthLore Foundation and Usiko, in South Africa, AFRICE in Uganda, GRABE in Benin and 

Gaia Amazonas in Colombia, including on funding applications, reporting or monitoring and evaluation. Civil 

society movements catalysed by Gaia, such as Yes to Life No to Mining and the African Earth Jurisprudence 

movement, are also growing in stature.

New partnerships have been emerging in different continents, that strengthen Gaia’s work in all our 

thematic areas. Some have been nurtured through linking with like-minded organisations on the We Feed 

the World global photographic initiative, and the UK & Ireland Seed Sovereignty Programme. Others 

include: Snowchange Cooperative, a pan-Arctic alliance of indigenous and traditional peoples, who are 

leading inspiring work on indigenous/traditional knowledge-led ecological restoration of mining-affected 

areas; and OCC (Organisation for Cetacean Conservation) in Uruguay, who are leading campaigns for 

healthy oceans and marine conservation.

The demands for extra capacity from our growing programmes and especially the We Feed the World 

project, have been partly offset thanks to a new intake of skilled and dynamic interns. The Gaia team are 

looking forward to consolidating all our partnerships and efforts in 2019, and to ensuring that we remain true 

to Gaia’s core principles. 

This year saw Gaia implementing new safeguarding policies, operative protocols in line with the UK’s 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and risk mitigation strategies. 

Financial resilience continues to be a priority.  We monitor political changes and philanthropy trends, 

especially in UK, Europe and USA, and are delighted to have engaged newer funders such as Esmée 

Fairbairn, Oceans5 and Rockefeller Brothers Fund, as well as renewed grants from longer-term funders, such 

as A Team, Swift Foundation, Tudor Trust, Open Society Foundations and Comic Relief. Their confidence in 

Gaia’s affirms that our work is well-positioned - preparing the next generation for the challenges of climate 

change, re-connecting with Nature, and buiding resilience through seed and food sovereignty and 

alternatives to extractivism. 

 



The Gaia Foundation
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018

20

1. Use Gaia’s reports, films and animations to connect with and influence strategic audiences, in our 

collective work to build a more socially just and ecologically sane world.

• Share inspiring films of our work with communities and Earth Jurisprudence practitioners in Uganda 

and Kenya. 

• Produce materials capturing Gaia’s approach to reweaving the basket of life, as an inspiration 

and learning tool for others.

2. Contribute to an agro-ecological seed system in the UK and Ireland. 

• Identify and support small-scale commercial growers interested in producing organic seed in the 

UK & Ireland. Delivery trainings in seed saving and production, and connect them to commercial 

seed producers within the network. 

• Support organic seed producers in the UK and Ireland to prosper through creative 

communications alerting new audiences to buy local, organic seed, and by lobbying to change 

UK legislation to support small-scale seed producers.

3. Prioritise seed diversity for climate change resilience, revalorise women seed custodians and small 

family farmers, and contribute to the growing food sovereignty movement. 

• Gaia’s ‘trainings for transformation’ will build the capacity of communities, civil society groups 

and coalitions across Africa, to scale-up the revival of indigenous knowledge and practices, 

prioritising seed diversity. 

• We Feed the World community exhibitions, raising awareness through agro-ecology stories, local 

farmers and images from some of the world’s top photographers. 

4. Collaborate with grassroots partners, communities and policy-makers for the protection of wilderness, 

indigenous sacred natural sites, and the recognition of custodian rights. 

• Gaia will accompany and support the work of partners engaging with youth on restorative 

justice, bio-cultural heritage revival and wilderness experience. 

• We will work with the African Commission to produce a Study on Africa’s sacred natural sites and 

territories, along with recommendations for implementation of ACHPR Res.372.

• The goal of protected and community conserved territories to be off-limits for extractive industries, 

recalling IUCN recommendation 102, will be advanced with local partners and policy influencers. 

Summary of our plans for 2019
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5. Train Earth Jurisprudence (EJ) practitioners, and guide actions with youth, local communities, civil 

society groups and influencers to restore a respectful relationship with the Earth. 

• We will deliver another year of Gaia’s three-year training course - with residential sessions, 

experiential learning, community work, assignments and mentoring - for a second group of 

African EJ practitioners, equipping them with conceptual and practical tools. 

• The search will begin for candidates and funding for a third training course for African EJ 

practitioners, to start in 2020. 

• We will review Gaia’s EJ trainings and link with other groups involved in alternative learning for 

systemic transformation.

• The African EJ movement will grow through the provision of regular information, updates, news 

mailouts, research and analysis of legal precedents, and linking with global initiatives such as the 

UN Harmony with Nature.

• EJ graduates (in Benin, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe and South Africa) will be supported 

to accompany local communities in reviving customary laws, indigenous seed and knowledge, 

and ecological practices.

6. Build a coherent narrative of an alternative system that draws together inspiring new thought on de-

growth, circular economies, renewables, re-localisation and bio-regionalism, food sovereignty and 

more. 

• As Europe coordinator and host organisation for Yes to Life No to Mining (YLNM), we will continue 

to nourish the movement and support its decentralization to leading coordinators in the global 

south. 

• We will deliver a series of webinars with leading thinkers and practical examples of a post 

extractive world. 

• Gaia will work with others in teh YLNM network, to coordinate and document a number of 

exchanges between communities living and designing inspiring post-extractive alternative 

lifestyles and livelihoods creating a series of powerful emblematic cases.

• Gaia will seek to raise awareness and protection for the rights of Nature, through support to 

partners and setting precedents, and influencing global movements.

Cross-cutting to our 2019 plans, we will advance activities that reconnect people with the urgent need for 

us to regenerate living systems and comply with the laws that govern life on Earth.
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Financial results for 2018
The results for the year are shown on the Statement of Financial Activities on page 28.

Income

In 2018 Gaia received £1,330,950 total income, an increase of 46% from the previous year (2017: £909,710). 
Restricted income amounted to £1,206,239 (2017: £836,962), or 91% of Gaia’s total income (2017: 92%). Unrestricted 
income amounted to £124,711 (2017: £72,748).

Expenditure

Total expenditure in the period was £ 1,184,509 (2017: £866,721), an increase of 37%. Gaia carries out activities directly 
and through grants to partner organisations. In 2018 Gaia disbursed £441,170 to partners in grants (2017: £310,796) 
representing 37% of total expenditure (2017: 36%). 

Costs of raising funds amounted to £18,277 which is 10% less than in the previous period (2017: £20,211).

Financial position at the end of the year

Restricted funds carried forward were £426,548 (2017: £303,732) and unrestricted funds balance at the end of the year 
was £149,802 (2017: £126,177). 

The unrestricted fund balance represents just slightly under four months anticipated expenditure (excluding grants and 
direct project activities) in 2019, which is in line with the minimum amount set with Gaia’s reserves policy. 

Financial Management Policies

Reserves policy

Gaia has agreed that to safeguard the continuity of its operations, the level of unrestricted reserves at year end should 
be sufficient to cover three to four months of fixed costs for the following year.  The forecast for three months of the fixed 
costs cash payments in 2019 is totalling £123,786. Therefore, Gaia considers that keeping the current reserve at the level 
of £149,802 is sufficient and in the line with the Gaia’s reserve policy. Gaia recognises that it may be appropriate to 
allow the reserve to fluctuate as a result of short-term cash inflows and outflows.

Grant making policy

Gaia works in partnership with many organisations and networks. Grants paid to partner organisations are made in line 
with our mission and strategic aims. Gaia monitors all grants in accordance with the relevant partnership agreement. 
Partnership agreements contain funder requirements in respect of grant management and reporting, as well as 
safeguarding policies, information on the activities to be supported, budget projections, reporting requirements and a 
grant disbursement schedule.
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Governance & Risk Management

Governance

The Gaia Foundation is established under a Trust Deed, which provides for governance by a Board of Trustees.  The 
Trustees take responsibility for setting the charity’s strategic direction, establishing policy and monitoring performance 
against objectives. The Board of Trustees aims to meet four times a year and delegates operational management to the 
Gaia team, led by the Director. Trustees are unpaid and details of any Trustee expenses and related party transactions 
are disclosed in note 5 to the accounts.

The Board of Gaia Trustee Limited has the power to appoint additional Trustees as Gaia consider fit to do so to ensure 
that all relevant skills and experience are represented on the Board. Our policy on induction of new Trustees is to ensure 
that all new Board members are provided with background documentation on Gaia and their responsibilities. Training is 
provided for all trustees on an ongoing basis as required.

Risk Management

All of the charity’s significant activities are subject to a risk review as part of the initial project assessment process, prior 
to commencement of implementation. Major risks are identified and ranked in terms of their potential likelihood and 
impact. Gaia reviews risks annually and is satisfied that adequate systems and procedures are in place to manage 
the risks identified. In assessing risk, Gaia recognises that some areas of work require the acknowledgment and 
management of risk if Gaia is to achieve its objectives.

Gaia has identified its highest risks during the year and has mitigated these as detailed below:
• Inability to raise enough funds to cover fixed costs risk has been mitigated by applying for and securing further 

general support funding,
• Gaia’s lack of eligibility for EU funding, due to UK decision on withdrawal from the EU, has been mitigated by further 

diversifying Gaia income.
• Loss, corruption or breach of data has been mitigated by investing in IT systems and database that are GDPR 

compliant, and providing necessary training.

Key Personnel Statement

The Gaia Foundation values its team and recognises that they are crucial to the effective delivery of our work. 
Remuneration of key personnel is revived and benchmarked on an annual basis by Trustees, and takes into account 
length of service, critical skills in key jobs, regional inequities and Gaia’s home-working policy, to ensure that salaries are 
fair and rewarding.
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Trustee’s Responsibilities Statement
The trustees  are responsible for preparing the Report of the Trustees and the financial statements in accordance 
with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice), including Financial Reporting Standard 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland”.

The law applicable to charities in England and Wales, the Charities Act 2011, Charity (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the trust deed  requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and 
application of resources, including the income and expenditure,  of the charity for that period.  In preparing those 
financial statements, the trustees are required to:
• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
• observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP;
• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
• state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 
• material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate 
• to presume that the charity will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any 
time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the 
Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the trust deed. They are 
also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and 
detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Approved by the Trustees and signed on their behalf on 15th May 2019.

...................................    ...................................      
Edward Posey      Cecilia Crossley      
(Director of Gaia Trustee Ltd)   (Director of Gaia Trustee Ltd)   



The Gaia Foundation
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018

26

Independent Auditors’ Report 
to the Trustees of The Gaia Foundation

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of XXXX(the ‘charity’) for the year ended 31st December 2018 which 
comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Cash Flow Statement and notes to the financial 
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework that has been 
applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice), including Financial Reporting Standard 102 ‘The Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland’. 

In our opinion the financial statements:
• give a true and fair view of the state of the charity's affairs as at 31st December 2018 and of its incoming resources 

and application of resources for the year then ended;
• have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice, 

including Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and the Republic 
of Ireland'; and

• have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable 
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors responsibilities for the audit of 
the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical 
requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK, including the FRC’s Ethical Standard, 
and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit 
evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Conclusions relating to going concern

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the ISAs (UK) require us to report to you 
where:
• the trustees’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is not 

appropriate; or
• the trustees have not disclosed in the financial statements any identified material uncertainties that may cast 

significant doubt about the charity’s ability to continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting for a 
period of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Other information

The trustees are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the information included in the 
annual report, other than the financial statements and our Report of the Independent Auditors thereon. Our opinion on 
the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our 
report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
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In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing 
so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge 
obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies 
or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether there is a material misstatement in the 
financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we have performed, we 
conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have 
nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities Act 2011 requires us to report to you if, 
in our opinion:
• the information given in the Report of the Trustees is inconsistent in any material respect with the financial 

statements ; or
• sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or
• the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
• we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of trustees

As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustees Responsibilities, the trustees are responsible for the preparation 
of the financial statements which give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the trustees determine is 
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 
fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are responsible for assessing the charity’s ability to continue as 
a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis 
of accounting unless the trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or have no realistic 
alternative but to do so.

Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue a Report of the Independent Auditors that includes 
our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from 
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to 
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial Reporting 
Council’s website at www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities.  This description forms part of our Report of the Independent 
Auditors.  
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Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity’s trustees, as a body, in accordance with Section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 
and regulations made under Section 154 of that Act. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to 
the charity’s trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an auditors’ report and for no other purpose. To 
the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the 
charity’s trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 

Chariot House Limited
Eligible to act as an auditor in terms of Section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006
Chartered Accountants
44 Grand Parade
Brighton
East Sussex
BN2 9QA

Date: .............................................
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE   Unrestricted 
Funds 

 Restricted 
Funds 

Total 
2018

 Total 
2017

(Note 2) 
 £  £ £  £ 

  

INCOME FROM: 
    Donations (Note 3)  117,890 1,181,839 1,299,729  906,738 

    Charitable activities  3,205 - 3,205  2,959 

    Other trading activities   3,600 24,400 28,000 -  

    Other income   16  -    16  13 

TOTAL INCOME  124,711 1,206,239 1,330,950  909,710 

    

EXPENDITURE ON: 
Raising funds   16,817 1,460 18,277  20,211 

Charitable Activities 

          Ecological & Community Resilience  17,410 404,750 422,160  354,218 

          Advocacy & Outreach  33,178 229,960 263,138  155,189 

          Learning Opportunities  8,900 153,070 161,970  241,183 

          Good Practice & Innovation  17,092 3,267 20,359  18,428 

          Strengthening Networks  7,689 290,916 298,605  77,492 

TOTAL CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES  84,269 1,081,963 1,166,232  846,510 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  (Notes 4, 5, 6, 7)  101,086 1,083,423 1,184,509  866,721  
 

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS  23,625 122,816 146,441  42,989  

Reconciliation of funds:

Fund balances at 01 January 2018  126,177 303,732 429,909  386,920 

FUND BALANCES AT 31 December 2018  149,802 426,548 576,350  429,909 

Statement of Financial Activities
For the year ended 31 December 2018

All amounts relate to continuing activities and there are no recognised gains or losses other than those included in the 
statement of financial activities.
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 2018 2017

  £ £

FIXED ASSETS    

Tangible fixed assets (Note 8) 943 -

    

CURRENT ASSETS    

Debtors (Note 9) 10,009 17,370

Cash  592,266 437,919

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS  602,275 455,289

    

CREDITORS    

(amounts falling due within one year) (Note 10) 26,868 25,380

    

NET CURRENT ASSETS  575,407 429,909

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 576,350 429,909
    

    

    

THE FUNDS OF THE CHARITY    

Restricted funds (Note 11) 426,548 303,732

Unrestricted funds  149,802 126,177

Total charity funds (Note 13) 576,350 429,909

Balance Sheet 
As at 31 December 2018

The Financial Statements were approved by the Trustee and signed on its behalf on 15th May 2019.
 

...................................    ...................................      
Edward Posey      Cecilia Crossley      
(Director of Gaia Trustee Ltd)   (Director of Gaia Trustee Ltd)   
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Statement of Cash Flows 
For the year ended 31 December 2018

 Total 2018 Total 2017
  £ £

Net cash from operating activities                                                                      (Note 12)  155,760  142,774

Cash flows from investing activities:   

Purchase of equipment   (1,413)  -

Net cash used in investing activities   (1,413) -

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the reporting period
154,347 142,774

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period                 437,919 295,145

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period  592,266 437,919
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1.  Accounting policies

A summary of the principal accounting policies, all of which have been applied consistently throughout the year, is set 
out below.

1.1  Basis of preparation

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention. The accounts have been prepared in 
accordance with Charities Act 2011 Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the 
UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), from the transition date of 01 
January 2014, the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

The Gaia Foundation meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. The trustees have reviewed the 
financial statements  and consider that there are no material uncertainties about the charity’s ability to continue as a 
going concern.

1.2 Income

Income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities when the charity has entitlement to the funds, it is probable 
that income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably. For legacies, entitlement is the earlier of either 
the charity being notified of an impending distribution or the legacy being received. For grants, entitlement is the earlier 
of the charity having incurred the expenditure to which the grant relates or the grant having been received.

1.3  Expenditure

Expenditure is charged on an accruals basis.

Costs of charitable activities include direct expenditure incurred through grants to partners and operational activities 
together with allocated support costs. Grants payable to partner organisations are recognised in the period they are 
payable. In accordance with Charities SORP- FRS 102, the charity reports its charitable expenditure by its five areas of 
work. Expenditure have been allocated directly to the relevant area of work. 

Support costs, which include central functions such as Finance, HR and IT, as well as separately identified governance 
cost (audit, trust secretarial and legal advice cost), have been allocated to the areas of work on the basis of staff 
headcount.

Notes to the accounts
For the year ended 31 December 2018
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1.4  Fund accounting

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in furtherance of the general objectives of the 
charity.

Restricted funds are funds which are to be used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by donors or which 
have been raised by the charity for particular purposes.

1.5  Tangible fixed assets and depreciation
Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost less depreciation.  Assets below a cost of £250 are not capitalised.  Depreciation 
is provided at rates calculated to write off the cost less estimated residual value of each asset over its expected useful 
life, as follows:

Computer equipment  50% per annum straight line
Office equipment  25% per annum straight line
Fixtures and fittings  25% per annum straight line

1.6  Operating leases
Rentals payable under operating leases, where substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership remain with the lessor, 
are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities on a straight line basis over the duration of the lease.

1.7  Foreign currency translation
Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are translated into Sterling at the rates of exchange 
ruling at the balance sheet date. Where restricted funds are received, held and disbursed in foreign currency, without 
conversion into Sterling, transactions are stated at the same exchange rate, derived from the opening balance or 
average rates applying to restricted income received during the year. Exchange differences are taken into account in 
arriving at the net income for the year.

Notes to the accounts
For the year ended 31 December 2018
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Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018
2.   Statement of Financial Activities 2017 by type of income

INCOME & EXPENDITURE  
 Unrestricted 

Funds
£ 

 Restricted 
Funds

£ 
  

INCOME FROM: 
Donations  69,776 836,962

Charitable activities  2,959  -   

Other income   13  -   

TOTAL INCOME  72,748 836,962 

    
EXPENDITURE ON: 
Raising funds   18,360  1,851 

Charitable Activities 

          Ecological & Community Resilience  13,873  340,345 

          Advocacy & Outreach  15,581 139,608

          Learning Opportunities  6,506 234,677

          Good Practice & Innovation  10,695 7,733

          Strengthening Networks  2,715 74,777

TOTAL CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES  49,370 797,140

TOTAL EXPENDITURE   67,730 789,991

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS  5,018 37,971

Fund balances at 01 January 2017  121,159 265,761

FUND BALANCES AT 31 December 2017  126,177 303,732
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Unrestricted 
Funds £

Restricted 
Funds £

Total 2018
£

Total 2017
£

Individual donations 47,384 4,967 52,351  10,666 

Grants from Government bodies, 
Trusts, Foundations and NGOs

       

Comic Relief  -         303,514         303,514   267,478 

The Planet Heritage Foundation  -          82,857  82,857    -   

The Swift Foundation             38,506   -            38,506   36,526 

Tudor Trust  25,000  -    25,000  25,000 

Esmée Fairbairn  -    45,000  45,000  45,000 

Open Society Initiative  -           97,580          97,580   91,441 

Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors  -            73,271           73,271   54,896 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund  -            38,314           38,314  - 

Open Society Initiative for Southern 
Africa

 -    - -  72,840 

Open Society Initiative for Eastern 
Africa

 -          69,906          69,906    -   

New Hampshire: Putnam Family 
Foundation

 -            56,188           56,188   37,764 

Bertha Foundation -         15,000         15,000 -

Savitri Foundation -        25,000        25,000 -

Awards for All  -           10,000           10,000    -   

Other grants              7,000      360,242       367,242   265,127 

Total donations    117,890        1,181,839    1,299,729   906,738 

3.   Donations

The Gaia Foundation gratefully acknowledges receipt of the following grants and donations:

Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018
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Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018
4. Charitable Activities
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Total 2018 
£

Total 2017 
£

    (Note 4b)      

Grants (Note 4a)  -   109,083  -   146,773   - 188,314  -   444,170   310,796 

Office cost        450         508  2,114          264   -         415         43,011  46,762   40,927 

Staff cost      8,375 136,935  70,417     7,033       9,884  21,694         16,238 270,576   222,069 

Consultants & 
professional fees

      7,926  43,193  60,883     2,318       7,650  76,190          9,600  207,760  167,480 

Communication               
& IT

          11        512       427   -  -    -          16,470  17,420   13,361 

Travel                                 
& Subsistence

        105 40,921  12,964     1,848   -          893           3,969 60,700  59,728 

Conferences & 
Venues

 - 12,399  -         464   -    -              170 13,033   13,918 

Public               
Engagement

         154  21,163  96,870          759  - 3,692          1,093  123,731  34,173 

Foreign 
exchange 
(gains)/losses

 -    -  -    -    -      (441)             798              357   4,269 

    17,021  364,714  243,675  159,459 17,534  290,757        91,349 1,184,509  866,721

Re-allocation of 
support cost
(Note 4b)

     1,256  57,446  19,463      2,511       2,825   7,848  (91,349)  -    -   

Total Expenditure 18,277  422,160  263,138   161,970  20,359  298,605  -   1,184,509  866,721

2017      20,211  354,218 155,189  241,183     18,428  77,492   - 866,721  830,193 
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Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018

4b. Support costs

All support cost of £91,349(2017: £ 85,386) is apportioned between the areas of work on the basis of the staff 

headcount and includes the governance cost of £6,393 (2017: £7,082).  

Governance cost as a general cost of running the charity includes the audit fee of £4,830(2017: £6,300).

Partner organisation Ecosystem & 
Community 

Resilience

Providing 
Learning 

Opportunities

Strenghening 
Networks

Total 2018 
£

Total 2017 
£

African Biodiversity Network, Kenya  -  -    -    -    6,786 

EarthLore, South Africa 15,269 - - 15,269 -

USIKO, South Africa -  146,773   92,221 238,994  185,860 

OCC-Uruguay  -    -    65,374    65,374    -   

NAPE, Uganda  10,480  -    -    10,480  39,164 

ANARDE, Uganda  15,304  -    -    15,304  22,942 

AFRICE, Uganda 12,751 - - 12,751 -

GRABE, Benin  11,703  -    -  11,703  5,864 

SALT, Kenya  7,651  -    -    7,651  6,626 

Irish Seed Savers Association, Ireland 15,393 - - 15,393 -

The Womin Alliance Trust, South Africa  18,657  -    -    18,657    12,537 

Other grants  1,875  - 30,719 32,594  31,017 

Total grants  109,083  146,773 188,314 444,170  310,796 

4a. Grant funding activities

Support costs 
to apportion

Ra
is

in
g

 fu
nd

s

Ec
o

sy
st

e
m

 &
 

C
o

m
m

un
ity

 
Re

si
lie

nc
e

A
d

vo
c

a
c

y 
&

 
O

ut
re

a
c

h

Pr
o

vi
d

in
g

 
Le

a
rn

in
g

 
O

p
p

o
rtu

ni
tie

s

G
o

o
d

 
Pr

a
c

tic
e

 
Sh

a
rin

g

St
re

ng
th

e
ni

ng
 

N
e

tw
o

rk

Total 2018
£

Total 2017
£

Governance  88 4,020 1,362 176 198 549 6,393 7,082

Communication & IT  226 10,340 3,503 452 509 1,413 16,443 11,523

Finance  242 11,068 3,750 484 544 1,512 17,600 21,304

Facilities  589 26,946 9,129 1,178 1,325 3,681 42,848 37,088

Human Resources 111 5,072 1,718 222 249 693 8,065 8,389

Total 1,256 57,446 19,462 2,512 2,825 7,848 91,349  85,386 

2017 1,810 51,330 17,686 1,398 3,126 10,036 85,386 76,970
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Employee costs during the year:
    2018 

£ 
2017

£

Salaries 248,115 202,466

National insurance 18,471 17,591

Pension  2,740  1,167 

Other staff related costs 1,250 845

Total staff costs 270,576 222,069

The average number of employees on a Full Time Equivalent basis during the year was 7 (2017: 6) with the average 
number per headcount during the year being 16 (2017: 11). The number of employees whose emoluments were over 
£60,000 was nil (2017: nil).   The senior management, identified as the Director, the Head of Communication and the 
Finance Manager, were paid total £116,725 (2017: £117,964). The pay has been recommended and approved by the 
board. 

5. Trustees

Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018

7. Staff costs

No trustees received any remuneration for their services as Trustee during the year. Reimbursement of travel 

expenses amounting to £313 (2017: £325) were paid during the period to 1 trustee (2017: 1 trustee). See note 

6 in relation to payments made to trustees (Related Parties Transactions).

6. Related Parties
During the year, no related party transactions took place (2017: £1,250).                                                                                             
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2018          
£

2017         
£

Grants receivable  283  266 

Prepayments  9,726  10,777 

Other debtors -  6,327 

Total debtors  10,009  17,370 

9. Debtor

2018 
£

 2017
£ 

Accruals  19,215  15,602 

Other creditors
Credit card  398  1,334 

Creditors control account 1,287  2,671 

HMRC (PAYE)  5,442  5,773 

Pension 526 -

Total creditors  26,868  25,380

10. Creditors

Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018

Fixtures, fittings and 
computer equipment 

£

Cost

As at 01 January 2018  36,468 

Additions  1,413   

As at 31 December 2018                                37,881 

Depreciation  

As at 01 January 2018  36,468 

Charge for the year  470

As at 31 December 2018  36,938 

Net book value  

As at 31 December 2018  943

As at 31 December 2017 - 

8. Tangible Fixed Assets
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11. Restricted funds

Balance at               
1 January  

2018  £

Grants  
received   

£

Expenditure 

£

Balance at  
31 December 

2018  £

Comic Relief: USIKO Stellenbosch                                                                               
Young people at risk, wilderness experience    11,448  150,000  (155,709)                    5,739  

Comic Relief: USIKO Stellenbosch                                                                 
Girls in gangs     9,292  92,213  (101,505)   - 

Comic Relief 
Promoting community-based, women-led development & 
governance

   11,704      61,301  (43,762)                  29,243  

Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors: OCC-Uruguay
Overfishing & human rights abuses in the South Atlantic  46,707    73,271  (103,447)                  16,531  

The Planet Heritage Foundation                                                                       
Research, investigation and education  - 82,857    (41,672)                  41,185    

New Hampshire: Putnam Family Foundation                                            
Earth Jurisprudence Network and trainings     21,119   56,188             

(53,226)                 24,081 

Esmée Fairbairn                                                                                                
Seed and Food Sovereignty Programme UK & Ireland 23,842    45,000         (31,990)                  36,852  

Open Society Initiative                                                                            
African Earth Jurisprudence Movement and trainings

  80,551   97,580  (110,304)                  67,827  

Rockefeller Brothers Fund
African Earth Jurisprudence and Sacred Natural Sites  - 38,314         (10,275)                28,039    

Open Society Initiative for Eastern Africa                                                               
African Earth Jurisprudence and Sacred Natural Sites  - 69,905         (56,048)                 13,857 

Savitri Foundation                                                                                           
Community Seed Knowledge  - 25,000            (12,743)                  12,257 

Big Lottery: Awards for All                                                                                           
We Feed the World - 10,000         (10,000) -

Bertha Foundation                                                                                           
Yes to Life No to Mining Network - 15,000         (15,000) -

Other restricted funds 99,069  389,610  (337,742)               150,937  

   303,732  1,206,239  (1,083,423)               426,548 

The funds of the charity include restricted funds comprising the following unexpended balances of donations and grants 
held for specific purposes:

Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018



The Gaia Foundation
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018

41

2018 
£

2017 
£

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS: Net income / (expenditure) for the 
reporting period (as per the statement of the financial activities):  146,441  42,989 

Adjustments for:   

     Depreciation charges  470  244 

     Decrease in debtors  7,361  101,259 

     Increase/(Decrease) in creditors 1,488  (1,718)

Net cash provided by operating activities  155,760  142,774 

12. Reconciliation of net cash flow from operating activities

13. Analysis of net assets between funds

Fund balances at 31 December 2018 are 
represented by:

Unrestricted 
funds 

£                       

Restricted 
funds  

£

Total                                           
£

Tangible fixed assets 943 - 943

Current assets 166,952 435,323  602,275 

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year (18,093) (8,775)  (26,868) 

149,802 426,548 576,350

As at 31 December 2018 cash and debtors held as restricted funds amounted to £435,323. During 2018 The Gaia 
Foundation received grant income for projects that continue in to 2019. At the year-end these funds were held as 
restricted, to be applied to specific projects in 2019.

14. Commitments under operating leases

Land and buildings
2018

  £
2017

  £

      Within one year  22,500  12,800 

      Two to five years  22,500  25,600 

45,000 38,400

 

Notes to the accounts (continued)
For the year ended 31 December 2018
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