
Earth
Jurisprudence
Reconnecting with the laws and lore of the
Earth

View this email in your browser
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graduates 
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Dear <<First Name>>,

Set in a natural amphitheatre with fig trees, baboons and colobus
monkeys, and with traditional blessings from Kikuyu,Tharaka and
Maasai elders, the first cohort of African Earth Jurisprudence
practitioners have celebrated (with joy and sadness!) the end of their
3-year training with the Gaia Foundation.  

We invite you to read more about their 'graduation' and beginning
their role as mentors for the next pan-African group - from Benin,
Ethiopia, South Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe - who are now
embarking on their own journeys into Earth Jurisprudence. We'll be
sharing stories from both groups in upcoming newsletters.

This issue also brings news about the recent UN Harmony with
Nature report, which commends these 'trainings for transformation'
and highlights other exciting initiatives in law, policy and education
worldwide. We also share positive examples, from Africa to the
Amazon, of progress in safeguarding indigenous sacred natural sites
and territories, and the recent call by religious and spiritual leaders
to 'hear the cry of the Earth'.

Enjoy the recommended list for reading, viewing and watching! And
please do drop us an email with your stories and comments, latest
news, or suggested materials to share through this network

Warmly,
Liz, Fiona & Joseph

Graduating in the foothills of
Mount Kenya
July 2017, Kenya: At a colourful graduation ceremony, in the
foothills of Mount Kenya, Africa’s first ever cohort of Earth
Jurisprudence (EJ) practitioners completed their three-year
training.

The course, led by Liz Hosken (Gaia Foundation) and Roger
Chennells (lawyer, South Africa), puts emphasis on the importance
of experiential learning and Nature-as-teacher. Blending wilderness
experience and written assignments, with introductions to African
and western philosophies and legislation, this 'training for
transformation' is a unique course - commended by the UN
Secretary General's report on Harmony with Nature. The new
graduates have also embarked upon profound personal journeys,
going ‘back to roots’.

“Thanks to this course, I am ready to defend the rights of
communities in my own country and the rights of our Mother
Earth”, said Mersha Yilma from MELCA-Ethiopia.

Comprised of lawyers, teachers, former accountants and civil society
leaders from Benin, Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, South Africa and
Zimbabwe, the group are all actively working with local and
indigenous communities to revive indigenous knowledge, seed and
food sovereignty, and ecological governance.

They are lead voices in an emerging African Earth Jurisprudence
movement, are setting-up their own national EJ groups; and have
become members of the UN Harmony with Nature Knowledge
Network. Together, they are part of global efforts to shift from an
anthropocentric to an Earth-centred paradigm! 

Read more about the course and Africa's first EJ Graduates, in this
article shared by The Ecologist.

The dawn of a second
African EJ training course 
July 2017, Kenya: Joining the graduation ceremony (above), a lively
group from Ethiopia, Benin, Cameroon, South Africa, Uganda and
Zimbabwe met with their new mentors and started out on their own
journeys into Earth Jurisprudence.

"The elders there provided a deep and enriching wisdom to the
group, and I can see how critical their role is with the youth who so
rarely would have strong elders in their lives these days," said
Mashudu from South Africa. 

"The training is an important milestone in my journey",
was Wilber's reflection, from Uganda. "With the global ecological
crisis coupled with the dominant extractivist mentality of the
corporations in alliance with the political leadership, it becomes
imperative to intensify collaboration and networks for a paradigm
shift towards respect for the laws of Nature."

Joanna Macy: a radical voice for healing
the Earth 
In her book Coming Back To Life, American activist and system
theorist Joanna Macy asks the challenging question: “What does it
mean or matter to be interdependent with all Earthly life?". With
practical exercises to understand and experience that everything is
interconnected, the book will inspire you about “The Work That
Reconnects”.  

Read more about Joanna's work and the great turning of our
time, in Deep Ecology: System Change with Head, Heart and Hand. 

Learning from Nature's Laws
and Lores
"What is required of us now is the transformation from the
dominant anthropocentric obsession that underpins this brutality
towards life, to an Earth-centred worldview", says Gaia's Liz
Hosken. 

"The paradox is that it takes time to decolonise our minds and to
experience ourselves as participants with the community of life
around us, so that our actions are enhancing to all life. This does not
happen through reading the plethora of information out there. It
comes through rebuilding our relationship with Nature." Read more,
in the Sept/Oct issue of Resurgence & Ecologist.

Earth Jurisprudence is the
philosophy and practice that
recognises the Earth as lawful
and ordered. We humans are
embedded in her living
processes, and our actions
should be guided by the
primary laws of the Earth.
 

A new network
for Benin's
indigenous and
community
conserved areas
August 2017, Bohicon,
Benin: Traditional custodians
of sacred forests from across
Benin came together in
Bohicon for the launch and
first general assembly of
Benin's new network for
indigenous and community
conserved areas and territories
(ICCAs), known as the APAC
Consortium.

Gaia's Liz Hosken joined
Benin's Minister for Health,
UNDP representatives and
GRABE's Appolinaire Ousso
Lio on a panel on the role of
ICCAs for the interconnected
wellbeing of communities and
ecosystems in Benin, Africa
and beyond. Read more. 

Our congratulations to King
Degnon of Bonou, first
President of Benin's APAC
Consortium.

Yorenka Tasori -
protecting
Ashaninka sacred
sites
June 2017, Brazil/Peru: "We
need to promote cultural
exchange and ensure our
children can access our
ancestral knowledge", says
Benki Piyãko, an Ashaninka
leader from Brazil.

Benki and the Ashaninka
Association of Rio Amônia
(APIWXTA) have a visionary
project to revive the traditions
and protect the sacred lands of
their people, who have been
scattered across Brazil and
Peru. A small group recently
travelled to meet with elders
and communities in Peru, and
have plans for a big gathering
with over 100 Ashaninka
spiritual leaders.

APIWTXA was recently
awarded the 2017 Equator
Initiative Prize. 

Recognising
Sacred Natural
Sites in Buliisa,
Uganda   
June 2017, Uganda: Buliisa
District Council has approved
its 2017 Land Management
Ordinance, including a new
amendment for the
recognition and protection of
Sacred Natural Site and
Territories.

This is a welcome move by
district authorities in Uganda -
encouraged by NAPE - given
the land grabbing and
ecosystem devastation around
Lake Albert, and the impact of
oil mining in the region.

Join the call for
Ocean Rights   
July 2017, UN Ocean
Conference:  We need a new
paradigm for ocean
governance! Oceans cover 71%
of the Earth, generate over
50% of the oxygen we rely on,
provide food, sustenance and
habitat, and regulate climate.
Yet human activities have led
to a global decline in marine
biodiversity of 49% in just 50
years.

At this year's UN Ocean
Conference, Gaia and partners
joined the global call for Ocean
Rights.  Read more. 

Latest UN Report
on Harmony with
Nature   
August 2017, UNHQ, New
York: The 8th Secretary-
General Report has been
published. Do share it widely
with your networks!  The
report draws on the 7th
interactive dialogue on HwN,
which focussed on Earth
Jurisprudence, along with
Earth-centred initiatives and
trends during 2016-2017, and
recommendations for UN
Member States.

Gaia's 'trainings for
transformation', and the
growing African Earth
Jurisprudence movement, are
commended.

"I sat under the tree and closed my eyes to focus my thoughts. Immediately, another world
became vividly alive. I could hear the voice of nature loud and clear as I listened to the
birds, the river flowing and the wind gently blowing and caressing leaves and branches of
nearby trees. Each ‘individual’ had a unique voice and each voice had its own place. No
voice was dominant. I could sense the wisdom of nature and the harmony that existed." 

- Gertrude Psawarayi, Zimbabwe, participant in Gaia's second African EJ course, shares her
reflections.

Upcoming events
18-22 September 2017, Schumacher College, UK
The Bones of Ritual: Conversing with the Natural World. A short course with Colin Campbell,
using traditional techniques, ritual practices and wilderness methods from the indigenous South
African tradition. Click here for more information.

21-24 September 2017, Tiveden, Sweden
Rune Magic and Shamanism: Original Nordic Knowledge from Mother Earth. A course with
Jörgen l. Eriksson. For more detail, click here.

13-15 October 2017, Siena, Italy. 
Ecological Law and Governance Association (ELGA), which emerged from the 2016 Oslo
Manifesto “From Environmental Law to Ecological Law”  will officially launch its website -
https://www.elga.world.

27 October 2017, New Orleans, USA
US Rights of Nature Symposium: Driving Rights of Nature into Law – Opportunities, Risks,
and Obstacles. Hosted by the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund (CELDF),
its International Center for the Rights of Nature and Tulane Law School. The Symposium will bring
together Rights of Nature advocates from Ecuador, Nepal, the USA, and other countries. Click here
for more detail and registration.

9 November, 2017, Oakland, USA
25th Anniversary of The Universe Story. A Flaring Forth Celebration with Brian Thomas
Swimme. Click here for more information.

11-12 December 2017, Geneva, Switzerland

6th International Annual Conference on the Rights of Nature, Peace and Sustainable
Development, at the OSI Geneva Forum at the United Nations - billed as 'the halfway point
between the Porto Alegre and the Davos Forums; the platform for the creation and development of
projects for peace and SDGs. Click here for more detail.

News
In Mali, a new law secures strengthens customary land rights, improves governance, and
strengthens the rights of women.
In a landmark victory, South Africa's Constitutional Court has ruled that mining activities are not
allowed in the country's nature reserves and other protected areas! Alongside African partners and
traditional custodians, Gaia has been advocating for sacred natural sites and territories to be no-go
for extractive industries. 
Also in South Africa, a new Peoples Food Sovereignty Act calls for the "deep transformation of our
food system by breaking the control of food corporations" and "the emergence of food
sovereignty alternatives from below".

We urgently appeal to those in positions of social and economic, as well as

political and cultural, responsibility to hear the cry of the Earth and to attend to

the needs of the marginalized, but above all to respond to the plea of millions

and support the consensus of the world for the healing of our wounded

creation.
- Joint Message of Pope Francis and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, on the World Day of Prayer for
Creation (1st September 2017)

READ, LISTEN, WATCH & ENJOY!

Read
Reframing Rights and Responsibilities to Prioritize Nature, by Catherine Iorns
Magallanes and Linda Sheehan, in Law and Policy for a New Economy: Sustainable, Just, and
Democratic, exploring the laws and policies, and the values needed to support the emergence of a
new economy.
A world where the rivers are people too - blog by Catherine Iorns Magallanes
Pachamama’s Blood looks at how Ecuador’s Sápara people are developing strategies to fend off
the dual threats of oil development and climate change. Enjoy this excerpt from The Archipelago of
Hope, by Gleb Raygorodetsky. Read, Reflect, Use & Share widely!
We are the River, the River is Us, by Ashish Kothari and Shrishtee Bajpal, on the recent
judgements and legal measures about rights of rivers in India and New Zealand.
Vol 1, Issue 1 of The Ecological Citizen, of this excellent, peer-reviewed journal, can be downloaded
or viewed online - with articles on Harmony with Nature, Wild Democracy, Rights of Nature and
more. A selection of articles are available in Spanish - El Ciudadano Ecológico. Download and
share with others!
Hell hath no fury like Mother Earth scorned - Click here, for a short article from Nation of
Change, on hurricane Harvey and how human-induced climate change is making extreme
weather events stronger and more frequent, more costly, more deadly.
The Variety of Integral Ecologies: Nature, Culture, and Knowledge in the Planetary Era. Edited by
Sam Mickey, Sean Kelly, and Adam Robbert. Forward by Mary Evelyn Tucker
Indigenous Peoples are best guardians of world's biodiversity. Click here for an
interview with Victoria Tauli-Corpuz about the UN’s Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples.
How small communities respond to environmental change. A new peer reviewed,
scientific paper in Ecology and Society, featuring two Snowchange river restoration
projects, Näätämö and Jukajoki in Finland.
Seeds of Investment for the Future, Ethiopia. Read the story of Ethiopia’s first communal
seed bank and the power of genetic diversity to shield humans from environmental crises
- interviews with Dr Melaku Worede, and Fassil Gebeyehu, one of the first African EJ graduates,
from Ethiopia.
Amplifying agro-ecology, building food sovereignty in Africa. Discover the big steps
forward, being made by African small farmers, with AFSA's annual report. 

Listen
A Wild Love for the World, interview with Joanna Macy, by On Being. 
Wild Ones Live. Stories of life and struggle in the Anthropocene over music.

Watch
A short film, by David Roxendal, which captures the spirit of the Earth Rights Conference in
Sigtuna, Sweden, 21-22 April 2017. View and share! 

Working together, to strengthen the African Earth Jurisprudence movement.

Our mailing address is:
The Gaia Foundation, 6 Heathgate Place, London NW3 2NU

You are receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in Earth Jurisprudence.

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list
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